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Nice Cannes Pilot Station
best practice  2015 for yacht captains and agents

Pilotage is compulsory for berthing / unberthing and to drop anchor inside the pilotage districts.
Pilotage is also compulsory to leave anchorage.
Pilotage is not compulsory when passing through a pilotage zone with a destination outside of it.
Transfering crew or passengers when adrift in a pilotage area, like in front of the port of St Laurent, 
is forbidden: you have to drop anchor with the pilot on board or stay outside of the pilotage area.

Zones of compulsory pilotage are defined by the French Maritime Authority. They take into account 
environmental safety as well as the risk of collision or pollution in sensitive areas of heavy traffic in 
an area of high population density. 
Traffic density and vessel sizes are increasing every year in the French Riviera. Managing such high 
traffic growth presents a challenge and requires special attention. The French Maritime Authority 
has appointed the semi-governmental organization of the Pilotage of Nice-Cannes to asses risk, and 
effectively monitor compliance with local regulations and safety procedures. 
A pilot is necessary within the designated compulsary pilotage area based on the size of the vessel. 
In addition, the size of the vessel, when a pilot is required, varies within each pilotage zone depend-
ing on the occupancy of the area, the size of the area, and the presence of dangers. 

Why is pilotage 
compulsory?

Where is pilotage 
compulsory and 
for which vessel 
lenghts?

When is pilotage 
compulsory? 



for NICE, VILLEFRANCHE, BEAULIEU
and ST LAURENT DU VAR
Tél : +33.610.735.034 

Email : pilote-nice@orange.fr

CONTACT:
for CANNES and GOLFE-JUAN

Tél : +33.637.036.996 
Email : pilote-cannes@orange.frN I C E  -  C A N N E S

The recruitment of pilots in France is directed by the French Navy and ensured by the Maritime 
Administration, independent of the Pilot Station, within a pool of accredited unlimited licensed 
captains with a minimum of six years of experience at sea.
All the pilots of Nice-Cannes are enlisted from the Marseille-Fos Pilot Station. Prior to their duty in 
Nice-Cannes, they sit an additional local examination in front of the Maritime Authority.
They all have a minimum of 10 years experience as full pilots in Marseille-Fos where they maneuver 
around 700 ships per year, from the biggest cruise ships to the oldest single-screw-propeller 
cargo-ships, in areas where navigation demands special caution.
Several times a year, the pilots train on their own shiphandling simulator, establishing critical skills to 
deal with unusual or critical situations when they arise, as well as attend regular B.R.M. and 
E.C.D.I.S. trainings. Through specific certifications and geared trainings, the pilots maintain the 
highest standards of service and are comitted to provide the highest possible security to you. 

Throughout their long experience, the pilots have aquired practical knowledge and developped high 
maneuvering skills on all types of vessels allowing them to operate safely in the most extreme 
conditions. You can rely on the optimum all-round service provided by our team of highly qualified 
pilots for all berthing/unberthing operations as well as for anchoring in the best conditions.
The pilot station pays for a high level weather forecast service: at any time, you can consult the pilot 
for real-time weather information and wind/wave evolution.
The pilots know all the habits of the fishermen as well as the local regulations which are evolving 
constantly. They also collaborate with the organizational teams during special events like 
sailing-boat races.
The pilots have negociated with the Local Maritime Authority the creation of zones of reserved 
anchorage.  Therefore, you will have priority in thoses zones as long as the pilotage is compulsory 
for your vessel.

A pilot service can be requested 24/7.  Contact the Pilot Station as early as possible to reserve the 
pilot service, the time slot for the anchorage / berthing spot you desire.
To order a pilot please contact the Pilot Station by email if more than 24 hours before, or by cell 
phone if less than 24 hours before arrival. 
There is a minimum of one hour delay once pilot reservation is complete.
For vessels that have already ordered a pilot, last minute questions or changes can be addressed by 
cell phone or by VHF 12 when arriving in the zone, 30 minutes.
For departures : the pilot can arrive on board in less than one hour if already in your close area.

The pilot boat will board your ship at a speed of 6-7 knots and the pilot will embark with a pilot 
ladder on the lee-side, unless a different option is agreed through a VHF communication.
The usual places to embark the pilot are (can change depending on the weather conditions):
-for berthing in Nice port : 0'5 NM South of the port entrance
-for Beaulieu anchorage : 1'0 NM from Pointe Ste Hospice, South or East
-for Villefranche Bay anchorage : latitude of Cap Ferrat
-for St Laurent du Var anchorage : 1'0 NM South of the port of St Laurent
-for Golfe-Juan anchorage : 0'5 NM SW of Cap d'Antibes
-for Cannes anchorages : latitude of St Honorat Island, in the West or in the East
-for berthing in Cannes port : latitude of Ste Marguerite Island

A 11 tons bollard-pull work boat is available in the port of Nice. Please advise the pilot ASAP.

With a new specific App called "Yacht Pilot", the pilot will directly transfer the invoice to the email 
address of your choice with its smartphone when on board. You will notify the pilot if you prefer to 
pay in cash or if you have an agent responsible for the payment. In case of a cash payment, please 
note that the total invoice for berthing and unberthing is due when berthing.
Pilotage and mooring fees are fixed by the French Government every year. 

How do I pay 
the pilotage  and 
mooring  fees?

Who are the 
pilots?

What can the 
pilot help with?

How should I 
advise the 
pilot  station and 
when?

Where should I 
pick up the pilot 
and at which 
speed?

Is there a tug 
available for 
emergency 
cases?


