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The thirty-ninth meeting of the COSS Committee, chaired by Ms Christine Berg –Head 

of Unit MOVE D2, took place in Brussels on 23 June 2016. The following Member 

States representatives attended: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Finland, 

France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, 

Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. Norway was also 

present. The Commission was represented by DG MOVE D2.  

Summary of opinions delivered at this meeting: 
 

Draft Proposal for a Commission Implementing Decision on a request for derogation 

by Italy in accordance with Article 9(4) of Directive 98/41/EC on the registration of 

persons sailing on board passenger ships operating to or from ports of the Member 

States of the Community 

The Committee delivered a positive opinion on the draft Commission Implementing 

Decision by formal vote with one Member State abstaining (vote by representation) and 

five Member States not represented (Examination procedure).  

Draft Proposal for a Commission Implementing Decision granting EU recognition to 

the Indian Register of Shipping in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 391/2009 on 

common rules and standards for ship inspection and survey organisations  

The Committee delivered a positive opinion on the draft Commission Implementing 

Decision by consensus of the Member States present (one Member State voted by 

representation) (Examination procedure) 

 

1. Approval of the Agenda  

 

The agenda was approved.  

 

2. Approval of the minutes of the 38
th

 meeting (8 March 2016)  

 

The draft minutes of COSS 38 were approved. 

 

3. Request for derogation by Italy in accordance with Article 9(4) of Directive 

98/41/EC 

 

Article 5(1) of Council Directive 98/41/EC on the registration of persons sailing on board 

passenger ships operating to or from ports of the Member States of the Community 

requires that certain information is recorded regarding every passenger ship that departs 

from a port located in a Member State to undertake a voyage of more than twenty miles 

from the point of departure. Under certain circumstances specified in Article 9(4) of the 

Directive, a Member State from a port in which passenger ships sail on domestic voyages 

may request the Commission to derogate, wholly or partly, from the requirement to 



2 

record the information specified in Article 5(1), if it considers it impracticable for 

companies to record such information.  

  

The request for derogation submitted by Italy concerned the following routes: (1) 

Termoli-Isole Tremiti and vice-versa; (2) Terracina-Ponza and vice versa; and (3) Ponza-

Ventotene and vice versa. The request, although not required, provided that information 

concerning the number of infants on board and, when volunteered by a passenger, special 

needs for assistance in emergency situations will still have to be recorded on these routes, 

in addition to recording the number of persons on board, as required by Article 4 of 

Directive 98/41/EC. 

The Commission, assisted by EMSA, assessed this derogation request on the basis of the 

information at its disposal and concluded that all the conditions for approving the 

derogation are fulfilled.  

Therefore, the Commission has prepared a draft Commission Implementing Decision in 

accordance with Article 9(4) of Directive 98/41/EC.  

The Committee was invited to provide its formal opinion on this draft Commission 

Implementing Decision according to an examination procedure. The Committee 

delivered a positive opinion by formal vote with one abstention.  Five Member States not 

being represented and one Member State, although absent, has empowered prior to the 

meeting the representative of another Member State to express the vote on its behalf. 

 

4. EU recognition of the Indian Register of Shipping pursuant to Regulation 

391/2009 

 

After an extensive assessment of the request submitted by Bulgaria for recognition of the 

Indian Register of Shipping (IRS) in accordance with Regulation (EC) 391/2009, the 

Commission, together with Bulgaria and with the assistance of the European Maritime 

Safety Agency, have concluded that IRS meets all the conditions to be granted the status 

of a recognised organisation under Regulation (EC) 391/2009. 

 

Therefore, the Commission has prepared a draft Commission Implementing Decision, in 

accordance with Article 4(1) of the Regulation, granting EU recognition to IRS. This 

draft measure was presented for formal opinion before the Committee in accordance with 

the examination procedure.  

 

The Committee delivered a positive opinion by consensus of the Member States present 

(with one Member State voting by representation). Five Member States were not present 

at the meeting. 

 

5. Recognised organisations (ROs) 

 

5a Report on the progress of the implementation of Regulation 391/2009 and     

Directive 2009/15/EC 

 

The Commission made a brief presentation of the Report on the progress in the 

implementation of Regulation (EC) No 391/2009 and Directive 2009/15/EC on common 

rules and standards for ship inspection and survey organisations and for the relevant 

activities of maritime administrations (COM(2016)47 final) which was adopted on 5 

February 2016. The key conclusions of the Report were that the implementation of 

Directive 2009/15/EC and Regulation (EC) No 391/2009 progressed effectively since 
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2009 and that practically all provisions have been implemented as required, meaning that 

the various activities, mechanisms, schemes and working arrangements are now put in 

place and operative. The Committee took note of this information. 

 

5b Request for recognition of Türk Loydu (Turkish Lloyd - TL) in accordance 

with Regulation 391/2009 – current status of the assessment 
 

The Commission provided an update on the assessment process of the request for 

recognition of TL, carried out pursuant to Article 3 of Regulation (EC) 391/2009. The 

Committee was informed that the Commission services are currently finalising their 

initial assessment to be addressed to the Member State requesting the recognition and 

will inform of the outcome at a future COSS meeting. The Committee took note of this 

information. 

 

6. STCW related matter – Mutual recognition of Certificates of Seafarers under   

 Directive 2005/45/EU 

 

In reaction to a number of enquiries and complaints concerning non-recognition by 

certain Member States of seafarers' certificates issued by or under the authority of 

another Member State, the Commission considered necessary to clarify the scope of 

application of Directive 2005/45/EU on the mutual recognition of seafarers' certificates. 

This Directive is meant to cover both Certificates of Competency and Certificates of 

Proficiency issued by a Member State in accordance with the requirements of Directive 

2008/106/EC on the minimum level of training of seafarers.  The Committee took note of 

this information. 

 

7. MLC 2006 related matter - Labour supplying responsibilities pursuant to   

 Maritime Labour Convention 2006 (MLC 2006) 

 

With the aim to comply with the obligation set forth in Article 6(2) of Directive 

2013/54/EU requiring the Commission to report to the European Parliament and the 

Council on the implementation and application of Regulation 5.3 of MLC 2006 regarding 

labour-supplying responsibilities, the Commission has commissioned a study which was 

concluded in October 2015 and can be consulted online at 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/maritime/studies/maritime_en.htm. The Commission 

made a presentation of the objective, methodology and main findings of the study. The 

Committee took note of this information. 

 

8. Commission Report on the application of Directive 2009/20/EC on insurance  

 

The Commission made a presentation of the key findings of its report to the European 

Parliament and the Council on the application of Directive 2009/20/EC on the insurance 

of shipowners for maritime claims [document reference: COM(2016) 167 final and 

Annex]. This Report, prepared on the basis of Article 8 of the Directive and with the 

support of EMSA, concluded that the Directive is being applied in a satisfactory manner 

and is achieving to a large extent the objectives sought by the co-legislators. The report 

highlighted, however, that some implementation and enforcement aspects can be further 

improved through enhanced use of the existing operational information and exchange 

systems to achieve a more uniform application.  The Committee took note of this 

information.   

 

9. EU Operational Guidelines on Places of Refuge (PoR) 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/maritime/studies/maritime_en.htm
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The Commission provided an update of the activities of the cooperation group on places 

of refuge which was set up in accordance with Article 20(3) of Directive 2002/59/EC of 

the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a Community vessel traffic 

monitoring and information system (the VTMIS Directive). The group, which is chaired 

by the Commission and assisted by EMSA, includes competent authorities in the 

Member States as well as concerned industry stakeholders and has met already five 

times.  

 

One of the key outcomes of the activities of this group was the development of the EU 

Operational Guidelines on Places of Refuge, which are now available online at 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/maritime/digital-services/doc/por-operational-

guidelines.pdf.   

 

Information on the EU Operational Guidelines was included in a joint EU Member 

States-industry submission to the 96th Session (MSC 96) of the International Maritime 

Organization (IMO)’s Committee on Maritime Safety (MSC) in May 2016. 

 

The Cooperation Group on PoR will continue its work towards further improvement of 

the EU Operational Guidelines, setting up appropriate training, with the support of 

EMSA, supporting and promoting the use of the Union Maritime Information and 

Exchange System which provides Integrated Maritime Service, development of risk 

assessment methodologies and addressing insurance, liability and compensation matters. 

The Committee took note of this information. 

 

10. Marine Equipment Directive: Status of the implementation of Directive    

 2014/90/EU 

 

In view of the start or application of the new Marine Equipment Directive (MED) on 18 

September 2016, the Commission made a brief presentation highlighting the timeline for 

the adoption of the Annex to the Directive as an Implementing Act to be adopted by 

comitology (examination procedure). The Committee was informed that EMSA, with 

feedback from the Marine Equipment Expert group and the MarED group of notified 

bodies, has prepared a draft Annex for final consultation with stakeholders in order to set 

up the dates from which requirements and testing standards are to apply including, where 

appropriate, the dates of placing on the market and on board for each marine equipment 

item, pursuant to Article 35 of MED. The Commission will launch the adoption 

procedure this autumn.  

 

On the related issue of the status of the list of notified bodies under Directive 96/98/EC 

after the start of application of the new MED, the Commission clarified that the re-

notification of conformity assessment bodies by each Member State is conditioned upon 

the transposition into national law of the new MED. Therefore, in order to avoid 

interruption in the conformity assessment activities under the new MED, Member States 

are invited to fully transpose this Directive and notify their conformity assessment bodies 

by the 18 September 2016 deadline. 

 

The Committee was also provided with an update regarding certain market surveillance 

issues under the new MED as reflected during the meeting of the ADCO MED 

(Administrative Coordination of Market Surveillance for the Marine Equipment 

Directive) subgroup meeting on 1 June 2016. The Committee took note of this 

information. 
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11. Any other Business 

 

The Commission informed the Committee on its adoption of three simplification 

proposals concerning passenger ship safety, notably amendments to Directive 

2009/45/EC on technical requirements for passenger ships on domestic voyages and 

Directive 98/41/EC on registration of persons on board passenger ships operating to or 

from ports of the Member States of the Community and the replacement and repealing of 

Directive 1999/35/EC on surveys for passenger ferries and high-speed craft in regular 

service. In the coming months, while the EU co-legislators will discuss these proposals, 

the Commission will follow up on other recommendations of the REFIT fitness check 

concerning passenger ship safety rules. The Committee took note of this information. 
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PARTICIPANTS LIST COSS 39 (23 June 2016) 

 

Austria Permanent Representation of Austria to the EU 

Belgium Belgian Federal Public Service Mobility and Transport 

 
Bulgaria Maritime Administration, Executive Agency 

Croatia Ministry of Maritime Affairs, Transport and Infrastructure 

Cyprus Permanent Representation of Cyprus to the EU 

Denmark Danish Maritime Authority 

Finland Finnish Transport Safety Agency Trafi 

France Ministère de l'Ecologie, du Développement Durable et de l'Energie 

Germany German Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure 

Greece Permanent Representation of Greece to the EU and Hellenic Ministry of 

Maritime Affairs and Insular Policy 

Ireland Marine Survey Office 

Italy Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport and Italian Coastguard 

Lithuania Lithuanian Maritime Safety Administration 

Luxembourg  Ministère de l'Économie - Commissariat aux affaires maritimes 

Malta Permanent Representation of Malta to the EU 

The Netherlands Ministerie van Infrastructuur en Milieu 

Norway Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries and Norwegian Maritime 

Authority 

Poland Maritime Office Gdynia 

Romania Romanian Naval Authority 

Slovakia Ministry of Transport , Construction and Regional Development of the 

Slovak Republic  

Spain Permanent Representation of Spain to the EU 

Sweden Swedish Transport Agency 

United Kingdom Maritime and Coastguard Agency 

European Commission Representatives of DG MOVE 

 
 


